
The Age of Software Understanding
seL4 Summit 2026

Anjana Rajan 

CEO & Co-Founder, Atalanta
September 2026



The United States has a deployment crisis



Software Understanding will be the chokepoint between invention 
and deployment 

What humanity is building What humanity can achieve

Artificial Intelligence Economic Prosperity

Advanced Energy Energy Abundance

Defense & Autonomy Military Superiority

Space Space Dominance

Software Understanding
The chokepoint

Biotechnology Human Longevity



Going back to where it started...
“Back to the Building Blocks” made formal methods a White House national security priority.



Closing the software understanding gap
The rate of software production is rapidly outpacing our ability to understand 
how it will work under normal, abnormal, and hostile conditions. 



Software Understanding applies 

formal methods to complex missions

Back to the Building Blocks Software Understanding

problem memory safety only broader mission questions

proof proving properties on a single component proving properties about complex systems

property bottom-up top-down

velocity slow, brittle fast, agile

user expert mathematicians all stakeholders



Introducing Argo
The first Software Understanding platform. 



Introducing Argo
The first Software Understanding platform. 

DESIGN IMPLEMENT CERTIFY

Iterate quickly to formalize 
system intent and customer 
requirements

Translate provably correct 
design into provably correct 
engineering

Automate compliance and 
certification workflows

→ Catch errors at the beginning 
when they’re easiest to fix

→  Proof becomes seamless 
part of engineering workflow

→ Deploy technology faster 
and with higher assurance
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The call to action was set in 2025
How are we performing against this goal?



Case Study 1: 

The Genesis Mission



The Prometheus Project
Prometheus provides an AI platform that 
helps accelerate nuclear power plant design, 
licensing, manufacturing and operations to 
reduce deployment time and costs.
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Can AI be safely contained?



Question: can we deploy autonomous 
nuclear reactors faster, safer, and cheaper?

Answer: With Software Understanding, yes. 
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Software Understanding named one of the nation’s top AI priorities



Case Study 2:

Space Resilience



Question: can we build critical infrastructure 
that’s resilient to adversarial attacks?

Answer: With Software Understanding, yes. 
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Software Understanding named one of the nation’s top AI priorities



Policy Tailwinds



Software Understanding named one of the nation’s top AI priorities




